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Where to find the FetchGIS Map Viewer for your computer 

 County Homepage: www.stjosephcountymi.org 

 Click the “County Map Viewer” icon at the bottom, right hand corner of 

the page. This will bring up the web based viewer.  
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http://www.stjosephcountymi.org/


Read and Accept Disclaimer 

 Read and then click the “Accept” button if you wish to proceed to 

the map viewer.  
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Map Basics 
 Turning On and Off map layers 

 1. Click “Map Contents” 

 2. Click check boxes of desired map 

layers. Layers are individual map features 

which include; parcels, roads, rivers, etc.  

 3. Click the arrow next to each map layer 

to see the symbology of each layer. 

Symbology is the size, color, line thickness, 

etc. that separates one type of map 

element from another. For example see 

the roads below, notice the different line 

thicknesses and color to see the different 

types of roads.  

 

** Note: Some layers are scale dependent so you may 

not see them turn on until you zoom closer into the 

map.  
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Map Basics  

 Searching for parcels 
 1.Click “Search” (Just below “Map 

Contents”) 

 2. Type in PIN (parcel ID number), 

Owner Name, Street Number, or Street 

Name to search for parcel or parcels 

of interest. Click “Search”.  

 3. Scroll down to see search results 

**Note: Depending on which field you search there 

will be varying numbers of results. PIN will be the 

most direct way to find the parcel you are looking 

for.  
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Map Basics  

 Finding  more Parcel Info 
 1. Zoom to Parcel in Map-Click the 

magnifying glass 

 2. The map zooms to parcel of interest 

and will outline it in RED 

 Get tax information-Click “more 

details…” as circled in #2 or underlined 

in #1 

 3. This will bring up the Land Records 

Portal where you can scroll through to 

find owner and tax information 
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Map Basics  

 Land Records Portal 

 1. You can also use this feature 

independent from the map. This 
can be found on the homepage 
right next to the “Map Viewer” if 
you choose to bypass the map. 
Refer back to slide 3 if you need 
help finding it.  

 2. Click the “Property Search” 

drop down menu and search the 
same way you would in the map 
as we saw in slide 6. 

 Upon performing a search using 
the Land Records Portal you will 
see a “Search Results” window. 
You will have to select your 

desired parcel and click 
“General Property Details” at the 
bottom left hand side of the 
window. See image on next slide.   
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Map Basics  

 Land Records Portal 

 Clicking “General Property Details” will bring you to the property 

records. To search for the next parcel simply click the drop down on 
the “Property Search” window in the upper left and  do it again.  
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Map Basics 

 Toolbar 

 
 Zoom In- You can also use the mouse scroll wheel by scrolling forward 

 Click and drag a box around what you want to see or just  double click 

 Zoom Out- Also use the mouse scroll wheel to zoom out by scrolling backwards 

 Click and drag a box around what you want to appear at full screen or double click  

 

 Pan- Click and drag the map to move around 

 

 Linear measurement tool- measure straight line distance- 1 dimensional 

 Choose Units, will measure segments and track many segments to get a total length. Great 

for measuring perimeters, parcel dimensions, etc.  

 Area measurement tool – measure 2 dimensional shapes 

 Select preferred units, trace desired area to get measurement. Great for measuring acreage, 

square footage, etc.  

Full Display Tool – Click this to zoom back out to original map display 

 Move display forward and backward using the left and right arrows 

  

Search Options-  Opens up search box that we used in slide #5 

 

Other tools -  will cover in later slides 

 

Print – Use to print map display to a PDF(Does not print directly to installed printers) 
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Building Custom Maps 

 Graphics Tools 
 In the drop down select “Draw Graphics”  

 Use this toolset to add points, lines, freehand lines, polygons(areas), freehand polygons, 

rectangles, and text boxes.  

 Each of these options allow you to change color, size, and various other attributes 

 Text- Type desired text in properties box, set color, font, size, etc then click in the map 

to insert text.  

 Points – Select style, size, etc. then click to insert into map 

 Lines – Select properties, click to start, click at each desired point, double click to finish 

 Freehand lines- Select properties, Hold down click 

 and trace, release to finish 

 Polygon – Click to start, click at each corner ,  

double click to finish 

 Freehand Polygon – Select properties, Hold down 

 click, trace, release just like the freehand line 

 Rectangle – Select properties, Click and drag while 

 holding down mouse button to desired location, 

 release to finish 

**Alpha refers to transparency. You can set a  

value between 0-1. Values closer to 0 will be more  

transparent where values closer to 1 will be solid in color 
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Building Custom Maps 

 Graphics Examples – Basic Property Map 
 

 

 

 

 

Tools I Used 

 

 Linear & Area 
measuring tool for 
parcel acreage and 
dimensions. Then 
used Text tool to 
display the parcel 
identity and 
measurements. 

 Polygon Tool to 
outline parcel and 
turn it yellow 

 

Versatility 

 

 Very simple yet very 
useful for many 
applications 

 You could easily insert 
points, trace 
structures, draw lines, 
etc. to customize its 
usefulness to your 
needs.  
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Building Custom Maps 

 Graphics Examples – Recreation 
 

 

 

 

Potential Uses 

 

 Map trail routes, 

hunting destinations, 

fishing holes.  

 Personalized your 

recreational maps 

 Learn how to print this 

and share with friends 

in later slides 

 

Tools I Used 

 

 Measured trail length 

with linear measure 

tool and lableled 

using the text tool 

 Used points to mark 

locations 

 Used freehand line to 

draw trails 

 Highlighted DNR land 

with the polygon tool 
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Building Custom Maps 

 Buffer Tool 
 In the drop down select “Buffer Select”  

 Use this toolset to create buffer areas and select 

parcel from either a parcel or a graphic  

 Let’s say you need to find out all of the land owners 

within 500 feet of a Park to send out notices.  

 First use the buffer selection arrow to select the parcel you 

want 

to buffer from. The out line will change from red(1) to 

dashed Cyan (2) 

 Then enter the buffer distance, in this case it will be 500 

feet 

 Click “Buffer” 

 You now have a dashed red line showing the buffer 

distance of 500 feet around the selected parcel. In 

process you have highlighted every parcel which 

intersects with the buffer area 

 You will also notice that the buffer window on the right 

shows you each parcel or record that you have highlight. 

You can now use the “save results” option to export these 

parcels in spreadsheet form. This will be covered in the 

Export slides to follow. 
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Building Custom Maps 
 Buffer Tool from parcel example 

 As mentioned in the previous slide 
you can see the buffer line and 
highlighted parcels on the right.  

 Below you can see that this 
specific example includes 15 
parcels. Take note of the “save 
results” option at the top of the 
buffer window.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

15 



Building Custom Maps 

 Buffer Tool from graphic example 
 Just like running a buffer from a parcel you can also 

buffer from a graphic.  

 Instead of a park this time lets say that you need to 

find all of the land owners within 500 feet of an 

electric service line.  

 First you will need to use the graphics tools we learned 

about in previous slides to draw out the service line 

 Then you go back to the buffer tool and select “Graphic”  

 Just as before select the graphic(electric service line) and 

click the “Buffer” button 
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Building Custom Maps 

 Buffer Tool  from graphic example 
 Again you will see the 500 foot line around the 

graphic and all of the highlighted parcels that 

intersect the buffer area you created 

 Also note that the Buffer window shows you all of the 

parcels that intersected your buffer area 
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Exporting Spreadsheets from the Map 

 Now that you have used the buffer tool to 

find all of the owner information you 

needed you can export that information 

to a spreadsheet to be used in MS Excel 

 Click “save results” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can now rename 

your buffer selection 

and save to the file 

folder of your choice 

 This will save as a .CSV 

file which is easily 

opened in MS Excel 
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Printing to PDF 
 You can also print any map that you make including 

the graphics, labels, buffers, etc. to a PDF 

 Once you have your  map where you want it click the 
“Print” icon on the main toolbar 

**Printing will only print to a PDF from the web. You will 
need to open the PDF file to print from your printer.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Make Adjustments 
 Click and drag to position 

your map 

 Change the size with + 
and – 

 Add a title 

 Pick  a North arrow 

 Print to PDF 

 Open and print from your 
printer 
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FetchGIS Mobile Version 
 You can also access a mobile version of this map product. The mobile version is great 

for accessing maps of St. Joseph County on the go from your tablet or cellular phone.  

 The mobile version features the same map layers and basic navigation of the full web 

version but lacks some of the tools available due to the capability of mobile devices.  

 You can find the mobile version by going to the St Joseph County Land Resource 

Centre homepage at:www.stjosephcountymi.org/lrc and Clicking “Maps and Aerials” 

in the menu on the left side of the page.  
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http://www.stjosephcountymi.org/lrc
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Help and Support 

 
 Email: GIS@stjosephcountymi.org 

 Phone: 269-467-5576 

Dial 1 for the GIS Department and ask for 

Ken 

 Web Map: Just click the         for more 

help and contact information.  
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Thanks For Using Our Online Map! 

mailto:GIS@stjosephcountymi.org

